
Welcome Rev. Jennifer Ingold Asbill

Prelude Bethany Bells; Murray Simpson, director

call to WorshiP Rev. Heather Rodrigues

Good morning!
Whether you have come by livestream, by foot, or by four-wheeled vehicle, 
we welcome you!
We come through city neighborhoods; 
across iron rails, bridges, overpasses; 
past rural crossroads, suburban hubs;
We come together to worship God in this sacred place.
We give ourselves over to new understandings 
and insight into the Holy Spirit.
 —Written by Church Member Lynda Rush Myers

Towers Cathy Moklebust

*oPening hymn

UMH (red) 64 | Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA

* Please rise as you are comfortable

Welcome statement Rick Larson

As our Lord Jesus Christ calls us to love and accept every person, Duke Memorial United 
Methodist Church welcomes into our life together those of every age, race, ethnic 
background, nationality, gender identity, sexual orientation, family or socioeconomic 
status, educational background, and physical or mental ability. In our commitment to 
the reconciliation of all persons as beloved children of God, we celebrate our diversity 
and recognize the sacred worth and dignity of all. We invite you to join us in our faith 
journey toward discipleship in Christ with mutual respect, understanding, and love.
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toWer Bells



Passing the Peace

PROCLAMATION

children’s time Minister of Youth Steve Anstett

Greet one another with signs of reconciliation and love.
The peace of Christ be with you, and also with you.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Glory to God. Amen.

silence for personal confession

Prayer for illumination Stuart Harrell

Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God,
Fall afresh on me.
 —Rev. Daniel Iverson, Tarrboro, NC, 1927

sermon Rev. Jennifer Ingold Asbill

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Prayer of confession & assurance of Pardon Rev. Heather Rodrigues

Again, I offer up my frailties to you, Oh Lord. Sometimes, I do not open my eyes 
to see your truths. I’ve grown comfortable with my skewed lens, my comfortable 
dwelling place where no one asks much of me. I wonder if I have what it takes. I 
forget that you have given me a heart of courage, not one of fear, to do your works, 
share your truths, walk where you would walk—in places where we are the stranger, 
where we can speak your truths into places of deep division, hostility, violence. 
Forgive my failure to recognize that your Grace is sufficient, that my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. You are there to equip and to strengthen me with your 
Holy Spirit, word, and witness. Please do.
 —Lynda Rush Myers

neW testament lesson | acts 8:26-40 NRSVUE



offering ourselves | durham can; Why do churches organize?
Rick Larson

RESPONSE
Prayers of the PeoPle Rev. Heather Rodrigues

the lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,   
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever. Amen.

*doxology

UMH 94 | Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN

offering our tithes and gifts Rev. Heather Rodrigues
Give online at dukememorial.org/give or in the designated offering boxes.

Prayer of thanksgiving Rev. Heather Rodrigues

SENDING FORTH

*closing hymn

UMH 571 | Go, Make of All Disciples LANCASHIRE

*Benediction Rev. Heather Rodrigues

chimes of the trinity

Postlude Fred Mason Jr., Organist Emeritus

Festive Trumpet Tune David German

offertory Bethany Bells; Murray Simpson, director
Trumpet Tune arr. Karen Roth

Rev. Jennifer Ingold Asbill



New? Tell Us More | We value building relationships across lines of 
difference, shared hobbies, passions, talents, and seasons of life. We hope 
to connect with you and one another inside and outside the church building. 
We encourage you to take time to fill out the connect card, explore our 
Spiritual Formation groups, ministries for children and youth, and our 
ministries designed to connect the church to the world through service.
scan code or visit dukememorial.org/here

Love what God is doing in and through Duke Memorial? Consider investing in our church by 
making an annual financial commitment. 
Give online at dukememorial.org/give or in the designated offering boxes.

Live Stream This worship service is being live streamed. 

Fidget baskets are located on either side of the altar rail and in the narthex. These are offered 
for children and adults who learn best when their hands or bodies are moving or who can 
listen more attentively when their other senses are engaged. Feel free to use a fidget or 
two at any point during worship and then return them to the basket at the end of service.  
Additionally, there is “Pray Ground” space in front of the pews on the right side of the sanctuary. 
This is space in the sanctuary for our worshippers of all ages and stages. Feel free to let your child 
play in this space as they participate in worship. 

Captions and Accessibility: Our left screen is dedicated to live captions to make our service 
accessible to everyone. If you have any access needs please contact office@dukememorial.org

Captions can also be accessed on your mobile device in English, French, and Spanish by 
scanning the QR codes below.

Escanea el código 
QR para acceder 
a los subtítulos en 
español.

Scannez le code QR avec 
votre téléphone portable 
pour accéder aux sous 
titres français.

English

We are grateful to the Global Ministries of the UMC and the 
United Methodist Committee on Deaf and Hard of Hearing Ministries 
for providing grant funding for our captions through the end of 2024.

Flowers | The flowers on each side of the altar this morning are given by John and Rhonda Allen 
in honor of their wedding last evening and in thanks to God’s grace and love that goes with them 
into their marriage.

This morning’s worship liturgy was written and provided by church member, Lynda Rush Myers.


