Scripture Reading Suggestions for Funerals

OLD TESTAMENT LESSONS

Isaiah 40:1-8

“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your
God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty
is paid,

that she has received from the Lord's hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare
the way of the Lord,

make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.

Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all the people shall see it together,

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken

A voice says, "Cry out!”

And I said, "What shall T cry?”

All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades,

when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.

The grass withers, the flower fades;

but the word of our God will stand forever”

Isaiah 40:28-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is an everlasting God, the Creator of
the ends of the earth.

He does not faint or grow weary, his
understanding is unsearchable.

He gives power to the faint, and strengthens
the powerless.

Even youths will faint and be weary, and the
young will fall exhausted;

but those who wait for the Lord shall renew
their strength,

they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

Job 19:25 -27
For I know that my vindicator lives
and that in the end he will stand upon the
earth;
and after my skin has been destroyed,
then in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me!

Isaiah 25:1, 6-9
O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make
for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears
from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take
away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for
him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”



Isaiah 43: 1-3a, 5-7, 13, 15, 18-19, 25; 44:6, 8a
But now thus says the Lord,

he who created you, O Jacob,

he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be
with you,

and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned,

and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
Do not fear, for I am with you;

[ will bring your offspring from the east,

and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, “Give them up,’

and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away

and my daughters from the end of the
earth—
everyone who is called by my name,

whom I created for my glory,

whom I formed and made.”
Indeed, since that day I am he;

there is no one who can deliver from my
hand;

I work, and who can hinder it?
I am the Lord, your Holy One,

the Creator of Israel, your King.
Do not remember the former things

or consider the things of old.
[ am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.
I alone am the one

who blots out your transgressions for my
own sake,

and I will not remember your sins.
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,

and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
[ am the first, and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared
1t?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

Isaiah 66:10 -13

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;

rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her—

11 that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast,

that you may drink deeply with delight
from her glorious bosom.

For thus says the Lord:

I will extend prosperity to her like a river
and the wealth of the nations like an

overflowing stream,

and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm
and bounced on her knees.

As a mother comforts her child,
so I will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

Micah 6:6 -8
“With what shall I come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall T come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of
rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?



PSALTER LESSONS

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul:

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk

through the valley of the shadow of death,

[ will fear no evil:

for thou art with me;

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me

in the presence of mine enemies:

thou anointest my head with oil;

my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life:

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever. (KJV)

Psalm 42
As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and behold
the face of God?
My tears have been my food
day and night,
while people say to me continually,
“Where is your God?”
These things I remember,
as I pour out my soul:
how I went with the throng]al
and led them in procession to the house of
God,with glad shouts and songs of
thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God, for I shall again praise him,
my help and my God.
My soul is cast down within me;
therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,

from Mount Mizar.
Deep calls to deep
at the thunder of your torrents;
all your waves and your billows
have gone over me.
By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
and at night his song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
I say to God, my rock,
“Why have you forgotten me?
Why must I walk about mournfully
because the enemy oppresses me?”
As with a deadly wound in my body,
my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me continually,
“Where is your God?”
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God, for I shall again praise him,
my help and my God.

Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth
should change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of
the sea, though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble with its
tumult. Selah
There is a river whose streams make glad the
city of God, the holy habitation of the Most
High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be
moved;

God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms
totter; he utters his voice; the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
Come, behold the works of the Lord;

see what desolations he has brought on the
earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the
earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the
spear;



he burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, and know that I am God!
[ am exalted among the nations;
I am exalted in the earth.”
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

Psalm 90
Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth
or ever you had formed the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are
God.
You turn us back to dust
and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
For a thousand years in your sight
are like yesterday when it is past
or like a watch in the night.

You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning;
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;

in the evening it fades and withers.
For we are consumed by your anger;
by your wrath we are overwhelmed.
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your
countenance.
For all our days pass away under your wrath;
our years come to an end like a sigh.
The days of our life are seventy years
or perhaps eighty, if we are strong;

even then their span[d] is only toil and trouble;

they are soon gone, and we fly away.
Who considers the power of your anger?
Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due
you.
So teach us to count our days
that we may gain a wise heart.

Turn, O Lord! How long?

Have compassion on your servants!

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast
love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all
our days.

Make us glad as many days as you have
afflicted us and as many years as we have
seen evil.

Let your work be manifest to your servants
and your glorious power to their children.

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us
and prosper for us the work of our hands—
O prosper the work of our hands!

Psalm 103:1-5, 15-22
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits—
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and
mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as
you live so that your youth is renewed like the
eagle’s.
As for mortals, their days are like grass;
they flourish like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting
on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,
to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.
The Lord has established his throne in the
heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.
Bless the Lord, O you his angels,
you mighty ones who do his bidding,
obedient to his spoken word.
Bless the Lord, all his hosts,
his ministers who do his will.
Bless the Lord, all his works,
in all places of his dominion.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.



Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord is your keeper;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day
nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

Psalm 139:1-18
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise
up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and night wraps itself around me,’[a]
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
For it was you who formed my inward parts;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
[ praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
[ try to count them—they are more than the
sand;
I come to the end—I am still with you.

Psalm 146
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
[ will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the
earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of
Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord!



NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS

1 Corinthians 15:1-2a, 12, 16-18, 20, 35-38 a, 42b -44, 54-55, 57:

Now I want you to understand, brothers and sisters, the good news that I proclaimed to you, which
you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold
firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you. Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead,
how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? For if the dead are not raised, then
Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your
sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.
It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a
physical body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body.
When this perishable body puts on imperishability and this mortal body puts on immortality, then
the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.
“Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

Revelation 21:1-7

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will
dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will
wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be
no more, for the first things have passed away"

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new’
Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true’

Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will
inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children

Romans 8:1-2, 11, 14, 17-18, 28, 31-32, 35-39

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children
of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ— if, in fact, we suffer with
him so that we may also be glorified with him.



I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to
be revealed to us. We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else?

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we
are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered"

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Corinthians 4:5-18

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for
Jesus's sake. For it is the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power
belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way but not crushed,
perplexed but not driven to despair, persecuted but not forsaken, struck down but not destroyed,
always carrying around in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made
visible in our bodies. For we who are living are always being handed over to death for Jesus's sake,
so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us but life
in you.

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—"I believed, and so I
spoke”—we also believe, and therefore we also speak, because we know that the one who raised
Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and will present us with you in his presence. Indeed, everything is
for your sake, so that grace, when it has extended to more and more people, may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being
renewed day by day. For our slight, momentary affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen, for
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by
no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of God'’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in



Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage
one another with these words.

GOSPEL LESSONS*

John 14:1-4, 18-19, 25-27

[Jesus said,] "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.

In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.

And you know the way to the place where I am going. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to
you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also
will live. T have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have
said to you.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.

I do not give to you as the world gives.

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid”

Matthew 5:1-12a

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,



Matthew 11:25 -30

At that time Jesus said, I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Matthew 25:31 -46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne
of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left.

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me

Then he will say to those at his left hand, "You who are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels, for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me. Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not
take care of you? Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me. And these will go away into eternal punishment but the
righteous into eternal life.”

Luke 23:33, 39-43
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals,
one on his right and one on his left.

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you
are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for
we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will
be with me in paradise.”



Luke 24:13-35

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him.

And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He
asked them, “What things?”

They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did
not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who
said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see him

Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then
enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got
up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.
They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what
had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

John 16:12 -22, 33

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own but will speak whatever
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me because he will
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he
will take what is mine and declare it to you.

“A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me.” Then
some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying to us, ‘A little while, and
you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me, and ‘because I am going to
the Father?” They said, “What does he mean by this ‘a little while”? We do not know what he is
talking about.”



Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you discussing among yourselves
what I meant when I said, ‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and
you will see me'? Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will
have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a woman is in labor, she has pain because her hour
has come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of
having brought a human being into the world. So you have pain now, but I will see you again, and
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

[ have said this to you so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution, but take
courage: I have conquered the world!”



